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Applicant(s) 
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Art Unit 



2632 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence *ddress~ 

ai. i im choinn lw fl h P PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 

ThS TSoTICE OF aK IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to wthdrawal from .ssue at the 

initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |3 This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 12/08/00. 

2. H The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2 and 4. 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. : 

4. Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a) El All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 1 19(e). 

a r ont h*c thrpf months FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
^0??.^^ °' this -PP«««on. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

6 □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why 
the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. H Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS ^ nAO ,» kA 

(a) B including- changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 

1) hereto or 2)D to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the exam.ner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The drawings 
should be f filed as a separate pajer with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. □ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the ^AP^UCATION ^^^Jl^^^ 1 ^ " 
applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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3® Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0^48)&&/r£fc) 4D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

5D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. . ■ J QU Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

7D ExaZer's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8§ Examinees Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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Application/Control Number: 09/5 1 5,527 Page 2 

Aft Unit: 2632 

Allowable Subject Matter 
1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



There are no prior arts show the claimed rear-view monitor for use in vehicles, 
comprising: 

The claimed vehicle-mounted image pickup means for picking up images of a road in the 
rear of one's own vehicle at every fixed time; and 

The claimed detection means for detecting an overtaking vehicle by processing road 
images obtained by the image pickup means, wherein relative movement between one's own 
vehicle and the overtaking vehicle detected by the detection means is monitored, the image 
pickup means contain a wide-angle high resolution camera, and the detection means include: 

The claimed first image processing means for processing the whole road images obtained 
by the image pickup means by sampling image data; 

The claimed second image processing means for processing a part of road images 
obtained by the image pickup means without sampling image data; and 

The claimed selection means for selecting either the first image processing means or the 
second image processing means in response to a situation of traffic. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Nina Tong whose telephone number is 703-305-483 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. (9:30 -7:00), alternate Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on 703-305-4717. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-6743 for regular 
communications and 703-308-6743 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4700. 



Nina Tong 
Primary Examiner 
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